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Well-Being - James Griffin 1986-12-18
The author offers answers to three central questions about well-being: the best way to understand it;
whether it can be measured; and where it should fit in moral and political thought. This is a paperback
reissue of the title published in hardback in 1986.
Normative Ethics - Shelly Kagan 2018-02-12
Providing a thorough introduction to current philosophical views on morality, Normative Ethics examines
an acts rightness or wrongness in terms of such factors as consequences, harm, and consent. Shelly Kagan
offers a division between moral factors and theoretical foundations that reflects the actual working
practices of contemporary moral philosophers.Intended for upper-level or graduate students of philosophy,
this book should also appeal to the general reader looking for a clearly written overview of the basic
principles of moral philosophy. }Providing a thorough introduction to current philosophical views on
morality, Normative Ethics examines an acts rightness or wrongness in light of such factors as
consequences, harm, and consent. Shelly Kagan offers a division between moral factors and theoretical
foundations that reflects the actual working practices of contemporary moral philosophers. The first half of
the book presents a systematic survey of the basic normative factors, focusing on controversial questions
concerning the precise content of each factor, its scope and significance, and its relationship to other
factors. The second half of the book then examines the competing theories about the foundations of
normative ethics, theories that attempt to explain why the basic normative factors have the moral
significance that they do.Intended for upper-level or graduate students of philosophy, this book should also
appeal to the general reader looking for a clearly written overview of the basic principles of moral
philosophy.
What We Owe to Each Other - T. M. Scanlon 1998
How do we judge whether an action is morally right or wrong? And if it is wrong, what reason does that
give us not to do it? In this reconsideration of moral reasoning, T. M. Scanlon offers new answers to these
enduring questions. According to his contractualist view, thinking about right and wrong involves
considering what we do in terms that could be justified to others and that they could not reasonably reject.
Scanlon shows how familiar moral ideas such as fairness and responsibility can be understood through their
role in this process of mutual justification. He argues that desires do not provide us with reasons, and that
well-being is not as important for rational decision-making as it is commonly held to be. Scanlon believes
that contracutalism allows for most of the variability in moral requirements that relativists have claimed,
while still accounting for the full force of our judgments of right and wrong.
On What We Owe to Each Other - Philip Stratton-Lake 2004-06-18
Five leading moral philosophers assess various aspects of T.M. Scanlon’s moral theory as laid out in his
seminal work, What We Owe to Each Other. An assessment of T.M. Scanlon’s seminal work What We Owe
to Each Other. Written by five leading moral philosophers. Contributes to debates initiated by Scanlon on
value theory, normative ethics, and metaethics. Includes a response by T.M. Scanlon in which he clarifies
and develops his views.
Against Absolute Goodness - Richard Kraut 2011-12-02
Richard Kraut argues that goodness is not a reason-giving property--in fact, there may be no such thing.
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Why Does Inequality Matter? - Thomas Scanlon 2018
Inequality is widely regarded as morally objectionable: T. M. Scanlon investigates why it matters to us. He
considers the nature and importance of equality of opportunity, whether the pursuit of greater equality
involves objectionable interference with individual liberty, and whether the rich can be said to deserve their
greater rewards.
Moral Dimensions - T. M. Scanlon 2010-09-30
In a clear and elegant style, T. M. Scanlon reframes current philosophical debates as he explores the moral
permissibility of an action. Permissibility may seem to depend on the agent’s reasons for performing an
action. For example, there seems to be an important moral difference between tactical bombing and a
campaign by terrorists—even if the same number of non-combatants are killed—and this difference may
seem to lie in the agents’ respective aims. However, Scanlon argues that the apparent dependence of
permissibility on the agent’s reasons in such cases is merely a failure to distinguish between two kinds of
moral assessment: assessment of the permissibility of an action and assessment of the way an agent
decided what to do. Distinguishing between these two forms of assessment leads Scanlon to an important
distinction between the permissibility of an action and its meaning: the significance for others of the
agent’s willingness to act in this way. An action’s meaning depends on the agent’s reasons for performing it
in a way that its permissibility does not. Blame, he argues, is a response to the meaning of an action rather
than its permissibility. This analysis leads to a novel account of the conditions of moral responsibility and to
important conclusions about the ethics of blame.
Blame - D. Justin Coates 2013-01-31
What is it to blame someone, and when are would-be blamers in a position to do so? What function does
blame serve in our lives, and is it a valuable way of relating to one another? The essays in this volume
explore answers to these and related questions.
What Is Good and Why - Richard Kraut 2009-07-01
What is good, how do we know, and how important is it? Kraut reorients these questions around the notion
of what causes human beings to flourish. Extending his argument to include plants and animals, Kraut
applies a general principle to the entire living world: what is good for complex organisms consists in the
exercise of their natural powers.
The Good Place and Philosophy - Steven A. Benko 2019-09-17
The Good Place is a fantasy-comedy TV show about the afterlife. Eleanor dies and finds herself in the Good
Place, which she understands must be mistake, since she has been anything but good. In the surprise twist
ending to Season One, it is revealed that this is really the Bad Place, but the demon who planned it was
frustrated, because the characters didn’t torture each other mentally as planned, but managed to learn how
to live together. In ,i>The Good Place and Philosophy, twenty-one philosophers analyze different aspects of
the ethical and metaphysical issues raised in the show, including: ● Indefinitely long punishment can only
be justified as a method of ultimately improving vicious characters, not as retribution. ● Can individuals
retain their identity after hundreds of reboots? ● Comparing Hinduism with The Good Place, we can
conclude that Hinduism gets things five percent correct. ● Looking at all the events in the show, it follows
that humans don’t have free will, and so people are being punished and rewarded unjustly. ● Is it a
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problem that the show depicts torture as hilarious? This problem can be resolved by considering the limited
perspective of humans, compared with the eternal perspective of the demons. ● The Good Place implies
that even demons can develop morally. ● The only way to explain how the characters remain the same
people after death is to suppose that their actual bodies are transported to the afterlife. ● Since Chidi
knows all the moral theories but can never decide what to do, it must follow that there is something missing
in all these theories. ● The show depicts an afterlife which is bureaucratic, therefore unchangeable,
therefore deeply unjust. ● Eleanor acts on instinct, without thinking, whereas Chidi tries to think
everything through and never gets around to acting; together these two characters can truly act morally. ●
The Good Place shows us that authenticity means living for others. ● The Good Place is based on Sartre’s
play No Exit, with its famous line “Hell is other people,” but in fact both No Exit and The Good Place inform
us that human relationships can redeem us. ● In The Good Place, everything the humans do is
impermanent since it can be rebooted, so humans cannot accomplish anything good. ● Kant’s moral
precepts are supposed to be universal, but The Good Place shows us it can be right to lie to demons. ● The
show raises the question whether we can ever be good except by being part of a virtuous community.
Fellow Creatures - Christine Marion Korsgaard 2018
Presents a compelling new view of our moral relationships to the other animals
Creating the Kingdom of Ends - Christine M. Korsgaard 1996-07-28
Christine Korsgaard has become one of the leading interpreters of Kant's moral philosophy. She is
identified with a small group of philosophers who are intent on producing a version of Kant's moral
philosophy that is at once sensitive to its historical roots while revealing its particular relevance to
contemporary problems. She rejects the traditional picture of Kant's ethics as a cold vision of the moral life
which emphasises duty at the expense of love and value. Rather, Kant's work is seen as providing a
resource for addressing not only the metaphysics of morals, but also for tackling practical questions about
personal relations, politics, and everyday human interaction. This collection contains some of the finest
current work on Kant's ethics and will command the attention of all those involved in teaching and studying
moral theory.
What We Owe to Each Other - T. M. Scanlon 2000-11-15
How do we judge whether an action is morally right or wrong? If an action is wrong, what reason does that
give us not to do it? Why should we give such reasons priority over our other concerns and values? In this
book, T. M. Scanlon offers new answers to these questions, as they apply to the central part of morality that
concerns what we owe to each other. According to his contractualist view, thinking about right and wrong
is thinking about what we do in terms that could be justified to others and that they could not reasonably
reject. He shows how the special authority of conclusions about right and wrong arises from the value of
being related to others in this way, and he shows how familiar moral ideas such as fairness and
responsibility can be understood through their role in this process of mutual justification and criticism.
Scanlon bases his contractualism on a broader account of reasons, value, and individual well-being that
challenges standard views about these crucial notions. He argues that desires do not provide us with
reasons, that states of affairs are not the primary bearers of value, and that well-being is not as important
for rational decision-making as it is commonly held to be. Scanlon is a pluralist about both moral and nonmoral values. He argues that, taking this plurality of values into account, contractualism allows for most of
the variability in moral requirements that relativists have claimed, while still accounting for the full force of
our judgments of right and wrong.
The Forking Trolley - James M. Russell 2019

being related to others in this way, and he shows how familiar moral ideas such as fairness and
responsibility can be understood through their role in this process of mutual justification and criticism.
Scanlon bases his contractualism on a broader account of reasons, value, and individual well-being that
challenges standard views about these crucial notions. He argues that desires do not provide us with
reasons, that states of affairs are not the primary bearers of value, and that well-being is not as important
for rational decision-making as it is commonly held to be. Scanlon is a pluralist about both moral and nonmoral values. He argues that, taking this plurality of values into account, contractualism allows for most of
the variability in moral requirements that relativists have claimed, while still accounting for the full force of
our judgments of right and wrong.
What We Owe Each Other - Minouche Shafik 2021-04-27
From one of the leading policy experts of our time, an urgent rethinking of how we can better support each
other to thrive Whether we realize it or not, all of us participate in the social contract every day through
mutual obligations among our family, community, place of work, and fellow citizens. Caring for others,
paying taxes, and benefiting from public services define the social contract that supports and binds us
together as a society. Today, however, our social contract has been broken by changing gender roles,
technology, new models of work, aging, and the perils of climate change. Minouche Shafik takes us through
stages of life we all experience—raising children, getting educated, falling ill, working, growing old—and
shows how a reordering of our societies is possible. Drawing on evidence and examples from around the
world, she shows how every country can provide citizens with the basics to have a decent life and be able to
contribute to society. But we owe each other more than this. A more generous and inclusive society would
also share more risks collectively and ask everyone to contribute for as long as they can so that everyone
can fulfill their potential. What We Owe Each Other identifies the key elements of a better social contract
that recognizes our interdependencies, supports and invests more in each other, and expects more of
individuals in return. Powerful, hopeful, and thought-provoking, What We Owe Each Other provides
practical solutions to current challenges and demonstrates how we can build a better society—together.
Facts, Values, and Norms - Peter Railton 2003-03-17
Table of contents
Consequentialism - Julia Driver 2011-11-16
Consequentialism is the view that the rightness or wrongness of actions depend solely on their
consequences. It is one of the most influential, and controversial, of all ethical theories. In this book, Julia
Driver introduces and critically assesses consequentialism in all its forms. After a brief historical
introduction to the problem, Driver examines utilitarianism, and the arguments of its most famous
exponents, John Stuart Mill and Jeremy Bentham, and explains the fundamental questions underlying
utilitarian theory: what value is to be specified and how it is to be maximized. Driver also discusses indirect
forms of consequentialism, the important theories of motive consequentialism and virtue consequentialism,
and explains why the distinction between subjective and objective consequentialism is so important.
Including helpful features such as a glossary, chapter summaries, and annotated further reading at the end
of each chapter, Consequentialism is ideal for students seeking an authoritative and clearly explained
survey of this important problem.
Risk, Technology, and Moral Emotions - Sabine Roeser 2017-08-29
Risks arising from technologies raise important ethical issues. Although technologies such as
nanotechnology, biotechnology, ICT, and nuclear energy can improve human well-being, they may also
convey risks for our well-being due to, for example, abuse, unintended side-effects, accidents, and pollution.
As a consequence, technologies can trigger emotions, including fear and indignation, which often leads to
conflicts between stakeholders. How should we deal with such emotions in decision making about risky
technologies? This book offers a new philosophical theory of risk emotions, arguing why and how moral
emotions should play an important role in decisions surrounding risky technologies. Emotions are usually
met with suspicion in debates about risky technologies because they are seen as contrary to rational
decision making. However, Roeser argues that moral emotions can play an important role in judging ethical
aspects of technological risks, such as justice, fairness, and autonomy. This book provides a novel
theoretical approach while at the same time offering concrete recommendations for decision making about

What We Owe to Each Other - T. M. Scanlon 2000-11-15
How do we judge whether an action is morally right or wrong? If an action is wrong, what reason does that
give us not to do it? Why should we give such reasons priority over our other concerns and values? In this
book, T. M. Scanlon offers new answers to these questions, as they apply to the central part of morality that
concerns what we owe to each other. According to his contractualist view, thinking about right and wrong
is thinking about what we do in terms that could be justified to others and that they could not reasonably
reject. He shows how the special authority of conclusions about right and wrong arises from the value of
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risky technologies. It will be of interest to those working in different areas of philosophy—such as ethics,
decision theory, philosophy of science, and philosophy of technology—as well as scholars in the fields of
psychology, public policy, science and technology studies, environmental ethics, and bioethics.
Theory Vs. Anti-theory in Ethics - N. Fotion 2014
Many well known philosophers defend the role of theory in ethics. They suppose that it is impossible to
justify the moral rules and principles we live by without a theory being in place. They also argue that
theorizing is needed in order to rationally generate new or modify old rules and principles. Anti-theorists
argue that theories in ethics oversimplify matters and only give the appearance of being useful. The debate
between the two sides seems not to be resolvable.
How To Win Friends And Influence People - Dale Carnegie 2022-05-17
"How to Win Friends and Influence People" is one of the first best-selling self-help books ever published. It
can enable you to make friends quickly and easily, help you to win people to your way of thinking, increase
your influence, your prestige, your ability to get things done, as well as enable you to win new clients, new
customers._x000D_ Twelve Things This Book Will Do For You:_x000D_ Get you out of a mental rut, give you
new thoughts, new visions, new ambitions._x000D_ Enable you to make friends quickly and easily._x000D_
Increase your popularity._x000D_ Help you to win people to your way of thinking._x000D_ Increase your
influence, your prestige, your ability to get things done._x000D_ Enable you to win new clients, new
customers._x000D_ Increase your earning power._x000D_ Make you a better salesman, a better
executive._x000D_ Help you to handle complaints, avoid arguments, keep your human contacts smooth and
pleasant._x000D_ Make you a better speaker, a more entertaining conversationalist._x000D_ Make the
principles of psychology easy for you to apply in your daily contacts._x000D_ Help you to arouse enthusiasm
among your associates._x000D_ Dale Carnegie (1888-1955) was an American writer and lecturer and the
developer of famous courses in self-improvement, salesmanship, corporate training, public speaking, and
interpersonal skills. Born into poverty on a farm in Missouri, he was the author of How to Win Friends and
Influence People (1936), a massive bestseller that remains popular today._x000D_
Reason and Value - Joseph Raz 2004
Reason and Value collects fifteen brand-new papers by leading contemporary philosophers on themes from
the moral philosophy of Joseph Raz. The subtlety and power of Raz's reflections on ethical topics - including
especially his explorations of the connections between practical reason and the theory of value - make his
writings a fertile source for anyone working in this area. The volume honours Raz's accomplishments in the
area of ethical theorizing, and will contribute to an enhanced appreciation of the significance of his work
for the subject.
Morality and Mathematics - Justin Clarke-Doane 2020-03-12
To what extent are the subjects of our thoughts and talk real? This is the question of realism. In this book,
Justin Clarke-Doane explores arguments for and against moral realism and mathematical realism, how they
interact, and what they can tell us about areas of philosophical interest more generally. He argues that,
contrary to widespread belief, our mathematical beliefs have no better claim to being self-evident or
provable than our moral beliefs. Nor do our mathematical beliefs have better claim to being empirically
justified than our moral beliefs. It is also incorrect that reflection on the genealogy of our moral beliefs
establishes a lack of parity between the cases. In general, if one is a moral antirealist on the basis of
epistemological considerations, then one ought to be a mathematical antirealist as well. And, yet, ClarkeDoane shows that moral realism and mathematical realism do not stand or fall together — and for a
surprising reason. Moral questions, insofar as they are practical, are objective in a sense that mathematical
questions are not, and the sense in which they are objective can only be explained by assuming practical
anti-realism. One upshot of the discussion is that the concepts of realism and objectivity, which are widely
identified, are actually in tension. Another is that the objective questions in the neighborhood of factual
areas like logic, modality, grounding, and nature are practical questions too. Practical philosophy should,
therefore, take center stage.
How We Get Along - J. David Velleman 2009-04-27
Philosopher David Velleman compares our social interactions to the interactions among improvisational
actors on stage.
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Concern, Respect, and Cooperation - Garrett Cullity 2018
Garrett Cullity argues for a conception of morality as founded on three independently important sources:
concern for others' welfare, respect for their self-expression, and cooperation in worthwhile collective
activity. He explores practical applications of his theory, and how to deal with conflicts between the three
sources of morality.
Desire - G. F. Schueler 1995
Does action always arise out of desire? G.F. Schueler examines this hotly debated topic in philosophy of
action and moral philosophy, arguing that once two senses of "desire" are distinguished -- roughly, genuine
desires and pro attitudes -- apparently plausible explanations of action in terms of the agent's desires can
be seen to be mistaken. Desire probes a fundamental issue in philosophy of mind, the nature of desires and
how, if at all, they motivate and justify our actions. At least since Hume argued that reason "is and of right
ought to be the slave of the passions," many philosophers have held that desires play an essential role both
in practical reason and in the explanation of intentional action. G.F. Schueler looks at contemporary
accounts of both roles in various belief-desire models of reasons and explanation and argues that the usual
belief-desire accounts need to be replaced. Schueler contends that the plausibility of the standard beliefdesire accounts rests largely on a failure to distinguish "desires proper," like a craving for sushi, from socalled "pro attitudes," which may take the form of beliefs and other cognitive states as well as desires
proper. Schueler's "deliberative model" of practical reasoning suggests a different view of the place of
desire in practical reason and the explanation of action. He holds that we can arrive at an intention to act
by weighing the relevant considerations and that these may not include desires proper at all. A Bradford
Book
Medicine and Social Justice - Rosamond Rhodes 2012-07-16
Because medicine can preserve life, restore health and maintain the body's functions, it is widely
acknowledged as a basic good that just societies should provide for their members. Yet, there is wide
disagreement over the scope and content of what to provide, to whom, how, when, and why. In this unique
and comprehensive volume, some of the best-known philosophers, physicians, legal scholars, political
scientists, and economists writing on the subject discuss what social justice in medicine should be. Their
contributions deepen our understanding of the theoretical and practical issues that run through the
contemporary debate. The forty-two chapters in this reorganized second edition of Medicine and Social
Justice update and expand upon the thirty-four chapters of the 2002 first edition. Eighteen chapters from
the original volume are revised to address policy changes and challenging issues that have emerged in the
intervening decade. Twenty-two of the chapters in this edition are entirely new. The treatment of
foundational theory and conceptual issues related to access to health care and rationing medical resources
have been expanded to provide a more comprehensive and nuanced discussion of the background concepts
that underlie distributive justice debates, with global perspectives on health and well-being added. New
additions to the section on health care justice for specific populations include chapters on health care for
the chronically ill, soldiers, prisoners, the severely cognitively disabled, and the LGBT population. The
section devoted to dilemmas and priorities addresses an array of topics that have recently become
especially pressing because of new technologies or altered policies. New chapters address questions of
justice related to genetics, medical malpractice, research on human subjects, pandemic and disaster
planning, newborn screening, and justice for the brain dead and those with profound neurological injury.
Reviews of the first edition: "This compilation brings a variety of perspectives, national settings, and
disciplinary backgrounds to the topic and provides a unique survey of theoretical and applied thinking
about the connections between health care and social justice... Physicians and others interested in this field
will find this book an engaging introduction to the theoretical and practical challenges pertaining to social
justice and health care." New England Journal of Medicine "Although much work in bioethics has focused
on clinical encounters, there has been a current of discussion about questions of social justice for decadesat least since the allocation of access to dialysis was widely understood in the 1960s to be a matter of
justice, not of medical judgment. This volume will facilitate heightened awareness and deeper discussion of
such issues." JAMA "Impressively, the editors have chosen an array of essays that explore the philosophical
and bioethical foundations of distributive justice; review the current practice of rationing and patients'
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access to care in a number of different countries; highlight the issues raised by various special needs
groups; and then wrestle with some dilemmas in assessing priorities in distributing healthcare... This book
is an excellent resource. " Doody's
Welfare, Happiness, and Ethics - L. W. Sumner 1996
Moral philosophers agree that welfare matters. But they disagree about what it is, or how much it matters.
Wayne Sumner presents an original theory of welfare, investigating its nature and discussing its
importance. He considers and rejects all notable theories of welfare, both objective and subjective,
including hedonism and theories founded on desire or preference. His own theory connects welfare closely
with happiness or life satisfaction. Reacting against the value pluralism that currently dominates moral
philosophy, he advances welfare as the only basic ethical value. He concludes by discussing the
implications of this thesis for ethical and political theory. Written in clear, non-technical language, and
including a definitive survey of other work in this area, Sumner's book is essential reading for moral
philosophers, political theorists, and welfare economists.
Ethics Without Principles - Jonathan Dancy 2004-06-10
Jonathan Dancy presents a long-awaited exposition and defence of particularism in ethics, a view with
which he has been associated for twenty years. He argues that the traditional link between morality and
principles, or between being moral and having principles, is little more than a mistake. The possibility of
moral thought and judgement does not in any way depend on an adequate supply of principles. Dancy
grounds this claim on a form of reasons-holism, holding that what is a reason in one case need not be any
reason in another, and maintaining that moral reasons are no different in this respect from others. He puts
forward a distinctive form of value-holism to go with the holism of reasons, and he gives a detailed
discussion, much needed, of the currently popular topic of 'contributory' reasons. Opposing positions of all
sorts are summarized and criticized. Ethics Without Principles is the definitive statement of particularist
ethical theory, and will be required reading for all those working on moral philosophy and ethical theory.
Innovation in Real Places - Dan Breznitz 2021-03-09
A challenge to prevailing ideas about innovation and a guide to identifying the best growth strategy for
your community. Across the world, cities and regions have wasted trillions of dollars on blindly copying the
Silicon Valley model of growth creation. Since the early years of the information age, we've been told that
economic growth derives from harnessing technological innovation. To do this, places must create good
education systems, partner with local research universities, and attract innovative hi-tech firms. We have
lived with this system for decades, and the result is clear: a small number of regions and cities at the top of
the high-tech industry but many more fighting a losing battle to retain economic dynamism. But are there
other models that don't rely on a flourishing high-tech industry? In Innovation in Real Places, Dan Breznitz
argues that there are. The purveyors of the dominant ideas on innovation have a feeble understanding of
the big picture on global production and innovation. They conflate innovation with invention and suffer
from techno-fetishism. In their devotion to start-ups, they refuse to admit that the real obstacle to growth
for most cities is the overwhelming power of the real hubs, which siphon up vast amounts of talent and
money. Communities waste time, money, and energy pursuing this road to nowhere. Breznitz proposes that
communities instead focus on where they fit in the four stages in the global production process. Some are
at the highest end, and that is where the Clevelands, Sheffields, and Baltimores are being pushed toward.
But that is bad advice. Success lies in understanding the changed structure of the global system of
production and then using those insights to enable communities to recognize their own advantages, which
in turn allows to them to foster surprising forms of specialized innovation. As he stresses, all localities have
certain advantages relative to at least one stage of the global production process, and the trick is in
recognizing it. Leaders might think the answer lies in high-tech or high-end manufacturing, but more often
than not, they're wrong. Innovation in Real Places is an essential corrective to a mythology of innovation
and growth that too many places have bought into in recent years. Best of all, it has the potential to prod
local leaders into pursuing realistic and regionally appropriate models for growth and innovation.
Contemporary Debates in Moral Theory - James Dreier 2009-02-04
Contemporary Debates in Moral Theory features pairs of newly commissioned essays by some of the
leading theorists working in the field today. Brings together fresh debates on the most controversial issues
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in moral theory Questions include: Are moral requirements derived from reason? How demanding is
morality? Are virtues the proper starting point for moral theorizing? Lively debate format sharply defines
the issues, and paves the way for further discussion. Will serve as an accessible introduction to the major
topics in contemporary moral theory, while also capturing the imagination of professional philosophers.
From Morality to Metaphysics - Angus Ritchie 2012-11-22
Angus Ritchie offers an argument for the existence of God, which is based on our most fundamental moral
beliefs. He argues for the 'deliberative indispensability' of moral realism, and asserts that only theism can
adequately explain our capacity for knowledge of objective moral truths.
Being Realistic about Reasons - T. M. Scanlon 2014-01-16
T. M. Scanlon offers a qualified defense of normative cognitivism—the view that there are irreducibly
normative truths about reasons for action. He responds to three familiar objections: that such truths would
have troubling metaphysical implications; that we would have no way of knowing what they are; and that
the role of reasons in motivating and explaining action could not be explained if accepting a conclusion
about reasons for action were a kind of belief. Scanlon answers the first of these objections within a general
account of ontological commitment, applying to mathematics as well as normative judgments. He argues
that the method of reflective equilibrium, properly understood, provides an adequate account of how we
come to know both normative truths and mathematical truths, and that the idea of a rational agent explains
the link between an agent's normative beliefs and his or her actions. Whether every statement about
reasons for action has a determinate truth value is a question to be answered by an overall account of
reasons for action, in normative terms. Since it seems unlikely that there is such an account, the defense of
normative cognitivism offered here is qualified: statements about reasons for action can have determinate
truth values, but it is not clear that all of them do. Along the way, Scanlon offers an interpretation of the
distinction between normative and non-normative claims, a new account of the supervenience of the
normative on the non-normative, an interpretation of the idea of the relative strength of reasons, and a
defense of the method of reflective equilibrium.
Moral Reason - Julia Markovits 2014-03
Develops and defends a version of a desire-based, internalist account of what normative reasons are, and
counters it with an internalist defense of universal moral reason built on Kant's formula of humanity.
Reasons and Recognition - R. Jay Wallace 2011-09-15
Reasons and Recognition brings together fourteen new papers on an array of topics from the many areas to
which philosopher Thomas Scanlon has made path-breaking contributions, each of which develops a
distinctive and independent position while critically engaging with central themes from Scanlon's own work
in the area.
Think - Simon Blackburn 1999-08-05
This is a book about the big questions in life: knowledge, consciousness, fate, God, truth, goodness, justice.
It is for anyone who believes there are big questions out there, but does not know how to approach them.
Think sets out to explain what they are and why they are important. Simon Blackburn begins by putting
forward a convincing case for the study of philosophy and goes on to give the reader a sense of how the
great historical figures such as Descartes, Hume, Kant, and Wittgenstein have approached its central
themes. Each chapter explains a major issue, and gives the reader a self-contained guide through the
problems that philosophers have studied. The large scope of topics covered range from scepticism, the self,
mond and body, and freedom to ethics and the arguments surrounding the existence of God. Lively and
approachable, this book is ideal for all those who want to learn how the basic techniques of thinking shape
our existence.
Moral Status - Mary Anne Warren 1997-11-13
Mary Anne Warren explores a theoretical question which lies at the heart of practical ethics: what are the
criteria for having moral status? In other words, what are the criteria for being an entity towards which
people have moral obligations? Some philosophers maintain that there is one intrinsic property—for
instance, life, sentience, humanity, or moral agency. Others believe that relational properties, such as
belonging to a human community, are more important. In Part I of the book, Warren argues that no single
property can serve as the sole criterion for moral status; instead, life, sentience, moral agency, and social
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and biotic relationships are all relevant, each in a different way. She presents seven basic principles, each
focusing on a property that can, in combination with others, legitimately affect an agent's moral obligations
towards entities of a given type. In Part II, these principles are applied in an examination of three
controversial ethical issues: voluntary euthanasia, abortion
The Moral Nexus - R. Jay Wallace 2019
The Moral Nexus develops and defends a new interpretation of morality—namely, as a set of requirements
that connect agents normatively to other persons in a nexus of moral relations. According to this relational
interpretation, moral demands are directed to other individuals, who have claims that the agent comply
with these demands. Interpersonal morality, so conceived, is the domain of what we owe to each other,
insofar as we are each persons with equal moral standing. The book offers an interpretative argument for
the relational approach. Specifically, it highlights neglected advantages of this way of understanding the
moral domain; explores important theoretical and practical presuppositions of relational moral duties; and
considers the normative implications of understanding morality in relational terms. The book features a
novel defense of the relational approach to morality, which emphasizes the special significance that moral
requirements have, both for agents who are deliberating about what to do and for those who stand to be
affected by their actions. The book argues that relational moral requirements can be understood to link us
to all individuals whose interests render them vulnerable to our agency, regardless of whether they stand in
any prior relationship to us. It also offers fresh accounts of some of the moral phenomena that have seemed
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to resist treatment in relational terms, showing that the relational interpretation is a viable framework for
understanding our specific moral obligations to other people.
Deep Control - John Martin Fischer 2012-01-12
This collection of essays puts forth the idea that moral responsibility is associated with "deep control," what
the author defines as the middle ground between the two extreme positions of "superficial control" and
"total control."
Reason, Justification, and Contractualism - Markus Stepanians 2021-09-20
This book collects major original essays developed from lectures given at the award of the Lauener Prize
2016 to T. M. Scanlon for his outstanding oeuvre in Analytical philosophy. In "Contractualism and
Justification," Scanlon identifies some difficulties in his theory and explores possible ways to deal with
them. In "Improving Scanlon’s Contractualism," D. Parfit recommends revisions and extensions of Scanlon’s
theory, while R. Forst suggests in "Justification Fundamentalism" that Scanlon may want to replace reason
with justification as his foundational concept. T. Nagel raises fundamental questions concerning "Moral
Reality and Moral Progress," and S. Mantel offers in "On How to Explain Rational Motivation" a critical
discussion of Scanlon’s cognitivist theory of motivation. Z. Stemplowska does the same for Scanlon’s
conception of responsibility in "Substantive Responsibility and the Causal Thesis," and S. Olsaretti suggests
in "Equality of Opportunity and Justified Inequalities" an alternative to Scanlon’s arguments against
economic inequalities. All contributors receive extensive replies by Scanlon. For anyone interested in
Scanlon’s seminal work in moral and political philosophy, the present volume is utterly indispensable.
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