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A Reader in the Anthropology of Religion Michael Lambek 2002
A Reader in the Anthropology of Religion is a
collection of some of the most significant classic
and contemporary writings on the anthropology
of religion. It includes both material whose
theme is 'religion' in a straightforward and
obvious sense, as well as material that has
expanded how we might look at religion - and
the horizons of what we mean by 'religion' linking it to broader questions of culture and
politics.
Of Two Minds - T.M. Luhrmann 2001-08-14
With sharp and soulful insight, T. M. Luhrmann
examines the world of psychiatry, a profession
which today is facing some of its greatest
challenges from within and without, as it
continues to offer hope to many. At a time when

mood-altering drugs have revolutionized the
treatment of the mentally ill and HMO’s are
forcing caregivers to take the pharmacological
route over the talking cure, Luhrmann places us
at the heart of the matter and allows us to see
exactly what is at stake. Based on extensive
interviews with patients and doctors, as well as
investigative fieldwork in residence programs,
private psychiatric hospitals, and state hospitals,
Luhrmann’s groundbreaking book shows us how
psychiatrists develop and how the enormous
ambiguities in the field affect its practitioners
and patients.
Revelation - 1999-01-01
The final book of the Bible, Revelation
prophesies the ultimate judgement of mankind in
a series of allegorical visions, grisly images and
numerological predictions. According to these,
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empires will fall, the "Beast" will be destroyed
and Christ will rule a new Jerusalem. With an
introduction by Will Self.
A Diagram for Fire - Jon Bialecki 2017-03-21
What is the work that miracles do in American
Charismatic Evangelicalism? How can miracles
be unanticipated and yet worked for? And
finally, what do miracles tell us about other
kinds of Christianity and even the category of
religion? A Diagram for Fire engages with these
questions in a detailed sociocultural
ethnographic study of the Vineyard, an American
Evangelical movement that originated in
Southern California. This movement is known
worldwide for its intense musical forms of
worship and for advocating the belief that all
Christians can perform biblical-style miracles.
Setting the miracle as both a strength and a
challenge to institutional cohesion and human
planning, this book situates the miracle as a
fundamentally social means of producing
change—surprise and the unexpected used to

reimagine and reconfigure the will. Jon Bialecki
shows how this configuration of the miraculous
shapes typical Pentecostal and Charismatic
religious practices as well as music, reading,
economic choices, and conservative and
progressive political imaginaries.
The Evangelicals - Frances FitzGerald
2017-04-04
* Winner of the 2017 National Book Critics
Circle Award * National Book Award Finalist *
Time magazine Top 10 Nonfiction Book of the
Year * New York Times Notable Book *
Publishers Weekly Best Books of 2017 This “epic
history” (The Boston Globe) from Pulitzer Prizewinning historian Frances FitzGerald is the first
to tell the powerful, dramatic story of the
Evangelical movement in America—from the
Puritan era to the 2016 election. “We have long
needed a fair-minded overview of this vitally
important religious sensibility, and FitzGerald
has now provided it” (The New York Times Book
Review). The evangelical movement began in the

when-god-talks-back-understanding-the-american-evangelical-relationship-with-tm-luhrmann

3/22

Downloaded from chat.fabricatorz.org
on by guest

revivals of the eighteenth and nineteenth
centuries, known in America as the Great
Awakenings. A populist rebellion against the
established churches, it became the dominant
religious force in the country. During the
nineteenth century white evangelicals split
apart, first North versus South, and then,
modernist versus fundamentalist. After World
War II, Billy Graham attracted enormous crowds
and tried to gather all Protestants under his big
tent, but the civil rights movement and the social
revolution of the sixties drove them apart again.
By the 1980s Jerry Falwell and other southern
televangelists, such as Pat Robertson, had
formed the Christian right. Protesting abortion
and gay rights, they led the South into the
Republican Party, and for thirty-five years they
were the sole voice of evangelicals to be heard
nationally. Eventually a younger generation
proposed a broader agenda of issues, such as
climate change, gender equality, and
immigration reform. Evangelicals now constitute

twenty-five percent of the American population,
but they are no longer monolithic in their
politics. They range from Tea Party supporters
to social reformers. Still, with the decline of
religious faith generally, FitzGerald suggests
that evangelical churches must embrace ethnic
minorities if they are to survive. “A well-written,
thought-provoking, and deeply researched
history that is impressive for its scope and level
of detail” (The Wall Street Journal). Her
“brilliant book could not have been more timely,
more well-researched, more well-written, or
more necessary” (The American Scholar).
Taking America Back for God - Andrew L.
Whitehead 2020-02-03
Why do so many conservative Christians
continue to support Donald Trump despite his
many overt moral failings? Why do many
Americans advocate so vehemently for
xenophobic policies, such as a border wall with
Mexico? Why do many Americans seem so
unwilling to acknowledge the injustices that
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ethnic and racial minorities experience in the
United States? Why do a sizeable proportion of
Americans continue to oppose women's equality
in the workplace and in the home? To answer
these questions, Taking America Back for God
points to the phenomenon of "Christian
nationalism," the belief that the United States isand should be-a Christian nation.Â Christian
ideals and symbols have long played an
important role in American public life, but
Christian nationalism is about far more than
whether the phrase "under God" belongs in the
pledge of allegiance. At its heart, Christian
nationalism demands that we must preserve a
particular kind of social order, an order in which
everyone--Christians and non-Christians, nativeborn and immigrants, whites and minorities,
men and women?recognizes their "proper" place
in society. The first comprehensive empirical
analysis of Christian nationalism in the United
States, Taking America Back for God illustrates
the influence of Christian nationalism on today's

most contentious social and political issues.
Drawing on multiple sources of national survey
data as well as in-depth interviews, Andrew
Whitehead and Samuel Perry document how
Christian nationalism shapes what Americans
think about who they are as a people, what their
future should look like, and how they should get
there. Americans' stance toward Christian
nationalism provides powerful insight into what
they think about immigration, Islam, gun
control, police shootings, atheists, gender roles,
and many other political issues-very much
including who they want in the White House.
Taking America Back for God is a guide to one of
the most important-and least understood-forces
shaping American politics.
A Problem of Presence - Matthew Engelke
2007-05-21
The Friday Masowe apostolics of Zimbabwe
refer to themselves as "the Christians who don’t
read the Bible." They claim they do not need the
Bible because they receive the Word of God "live
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and direct" from the Holy Spirit. In this
insightful and sensitive historical ethnography,
Matthew Engelke documents how this rejection
of scripture speaks to longstanding concerns
within Christianity over mediation and authority.
The Bible, of course, has been a key medium
through which Christians have recognized God’s
presence. But the apostolics perceive scripture
as an unnecessary, even dangerous, mediator.
For them, the materiality of the Bible marks a
distance from the divine and prohibits the
realization of a live and direct faith. Situating
the Masowe case within a broad comparative
framework, Engelke shows how their rejection of
textual authority poses a problem of
presence—which is to say, how the religious
subject defines, and claims to construct, a
relationship with the spiritual world through the
semiotic potentials of language, actions, and
objects. Written in a lively and accessible style,
A Problem of Presence makes important
contributions to the anthropology of Christianity,

the history of religions in Africa, semiotics, and
material culture studies.
Religion in Context - I. M. Lewis 1996-04-18
Religious power assumes many strikingly
different forms, which are often regarded as
unique, unrelated, and even mutually exclusive.
Religion in Context, however, adopts a holistic
approach and argues that these apparently
contradictory mystical experiences are in fact
part of a web of mutually defining and sustaining
elements. Stressing the importance of rigorous
social contextualisation, I. M. Lewis analyses
phenomena such as spirit-possession, witchcraft,
cannibalism, and shamanism, revealing
connections between them and with the world
religions. This expanded and updated edition
illuminates critical aspects of religious power,
and demonstrates the value of a comparative
approach to formulating anthropological theory.
It will be of value to students of anthropology,
religion, and to anyone concerned with the
nature of religion in the modern world.
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Loving Life on the Margins - Suzanne Belote
Shanley 2019-04-15
Suzanne Belote Shanley and Brayton Shanley
explore the origins and activities of their
intentional Roman Catholic community, Agape,
in central Massachusetts.
Being and Hearing - Peter Graif 2018-06-15
How do deaf people in different societies
perceive and conceive the world around them?
Drawing on three years of anthropological
fieldwork in Nepali deaf communities, Being and
Hearing shows how questions of cultural
difference are profoundly shaped by local habits
of perception. Beginning with the premise that
philosophy and cultural intuition are separated
only by genre and pedigree, Peter Graif argues
that Nepali deaf communities--in their social
sensibilities, political projects, and aesthetics of
expression--present innovative answers to the
very old question of what it means to be

different. From pranks and protests, to diverse
acts of love and resistance, to renewed
distinctions between material and immaterial,
deaf communities in Nepal have crafted ways to
foreground the habits of perception that shape
both their own experiences and how they are
experienced by the hearing people around them.
By exploring these often overlooked strategies,
Being and Hearing makes a unique contribution
to ethnography and comparative philosophy.
A.B. Simpson and the Making of Modern
Evangelicalism - Daryn Henry 2019-12-26
A shrewd synthesizer, gifted popularizer, and
inspiring founder of the Christian and
Missionary Alliance movement, A.B. Simpson
(1843-1919) was enmeshed in the most crucial
threads of evangelical Christianity at the turn of
the twentieth century. Daryn Henry presents
Simpson's life and ministry as a vivid,
fascinating, and paradigmatic study in
evangelical religious culture, during a time when
the conservative wing of the movement has often
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been overlooked. Simpson's ministry, Henry
explains, fused the classic evangelical emphasis
on revivalist conversion with the intensification
of that sensibility in the quest for the deeper
Christian life of holiness. Recovering the
practice of divine healing, Simpson emphasized
a dynamically empowered and supernaturally
animated Christianity that would spill over into
nascent Pentecostalism. His encouragement of
cross-cultural missions was part of a trend that
unleashed the dramatic rise of world Christianity
across the Global South. All the while, his
Biblical literalism, antagonism to modernist
theology, campaigns against evolution, and
views on premillennialism, Biblical prophecy,
and the role of Israel in the end times made
Simpson a precursor of the fundamentalist
melees of subsequent decades. From his
upbringing in rural Canada and confessional
Scottish Presbyterianism, Simpson journeyed
into the heart of American evangelicalism
revolving around his base in New York City.

Against most previous writing on Simpson,
Henry's biography presents both continuities
and discontinuities in the development of
modern interdenominational evangelicalism out
of the denominational evangelicalism of the
nineteenth century.
The First Book of Moses, Called Genesis - 1999
Hailed as "the most radical repackaging of the
Bible since Gutenberg", these Pocket Canons
give an up-close look at each book of the Bible.
God Speaks; the Theme of Creation and Its
Purpose - Meher Baba 1973
An explanation of the theme of creation and its
purpose, by the founder of a new religion.
Heaven and Hell - Bart D. Ehrman 2020-03-31
A New York Times bestselling historian of early
Christianity takes on two of the most gripping
questions of human existence: where did the
ideas of heaven and hell come from and why do
they endure? What happens when we die? A
recent Pew Research poll showed that 72% of
Americans believe in a literal heaven and 58%
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believe in a literal hell. Most people who hold
these beliefs are Christian and assume they are
the age-old teachings of the Bible. But eternal
rewards and punishments are found nowhere in
the Old Testament and are not what Jesus or his
disciples taught. So where did these ideas come
from? In this “eloquent understanding of how
death is viewed through many spiritual
traditions” (Publishers Weekly, starred review),
Bart Ehrman recounts the long history of the
afterlife, ranging from The Epic of Gilgamesh up
to the writings of Augustine, focusing especially
on the teachings of Jesus and his early followers.
He discusses ancient guided tours of heaven and
hell, in which a living person observes the
sublime blessings of heaven for those who are
saved and the horrifying torments of hell for
those who are damned. Some of these accounts
take the form of near death experiences, the
oldest on record, with intriguing similarities to
those reported today. One of Ehrman’s startling
conclusions is that there never was a single

Greek, Jewish, or Christian understanding of the
afterlife, but numerous competing views.
Moreover, these views did not come from
nowhere; they were intimately connected with
the social, cultural, and historical worlds out of
which they emerged. Only later, in the early
Christian centuries, did they develop into
notions of eternal bliss or damnation widely
accepted today. In this “elegant history” (The
New Yorker), Ehrman helps us reflect on where
our ideas of the afterlife come from. With his
“richly layered-narrative” (The Boston Globe) he
assures us that even if there may be something
to hope for when we die, there certainly is
nothing to fear.
Acute Melancholia and Other Essays - Amy
Hollywood 2016-03-15
Acute Melancholia and Other Essays deploys
spirited and progressive approaches to the study
of Christian mysticism and the philosophy of
religion. Ideal for novices and experienced
scholars alike, the volume makes a forceful case
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for thinking about religion as both belief and
practice, in which traditions marked by change
are passed down through generations, laying the
groundwork for their own critique. Through a
provocative integration of medieval sources and
texts by Jacques Derrida, Judith Butler, Talal
Asad, and Dipesh Chakrabarty, this book
redefines what it means to engage critically with
history and those embedded within it.
Serving the Word - Vincent Crapanzano 2001-07
"Serving the Word is an exciting and
unprecedented look at literalism as a modern
belief system, and analyzes its place in two
seemingly contrasting fields; Christianity and
law. In a work that moves from welathy
Angelenos embracing starkly literal readings of
the bible to Supreme Court Justice Antonin
Scalia insisting on the narrowest interpretation
of legal texts. Makes a persuasive claim that the
attraction to literal certainty that we associate
with fringe fanaticism is in fact deeply
embedded in American culture". -- Jacket.

Sacred Stories, Spiritual Tribes - Nancy Tatom
Ammerman 2014
Nancy Tatom Ammerman examines the stories
Americans tell of their everyday lives, from
dinner table to office and shopping mall to
doctor's office, about the things that matter most
to them and the routines they take for granted,
and the times and places where the everyday
and ordinary meet the spiritual. In addition to
interviews and observation, Ammerman bases
her findings on a photo elicitation exercise and
oral diaries, offering a window into the presence
and absence of religion and spirituality in
ordinary lives and in ordinary physical and social
spaces. The stories come from a diverse array of
ninety-five Americans — both conservative and
liberal Protestants, African American
Protestants, Catholics, Jews, Mormons, Wiccans,
and people who claim no religious or spiritual
proclivities — across a range that stretches from
committed religious believers to the spiritually
neutral. Ammerman surveys how these people
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talk about what spirituality is, how they seek and
find experiences they deem spiritual, and
whether and how religious traditions and
institutions are part of their spiritual lives.
Prayers by a Prisoner - Aubrey Lee Price
2017-05-08
As disappointing and difficult as your
incarceration may be, there is always hope and a
spiritual solution. In your desperation, take time
to be still, put your anxieties to rest and draw
close to God. He is very near and will meet you
at your point of need. This book will help you
discover that the God of all comfort is near to
the brokenhearted and discouraged. God will
turn your despair into hope, your darkness into
light, and your doubts into faith.What other
prisoners have written about Prayers by a
Prisoner:"Price puts our deepest questions about
walking with God through this darkness into
perspective. Every prisoner must read this
book." Jason Chapman, federal prisoner"I've
been arrested forty nine times and have read

many books in jail and prison. I've read this book
three times already, and I feel like I need to read
it again and again. This book on prayer helped
me understand that God loves me no matter
what I've done." Terry Buck, federal
prisoner"After struggling with years of
depression, bad decisions and lots of prison
time, chapter twelve has changed my entire
thought process. If you read nothing else, read
chapter twelve. Chapters fourteen and fifteen
are very powerful too!" David McNutt"After over
thirty arrests and being in and out of jail sice I
was thirteen, this book helped me finally
understand why I am making so many impulsive
and irrational decisions. I did not understand
that God loved me this way. My life is now being
transformed." Johnny Hill, federal prisonerFrom
the Introduction:I want to explain that I am a
fellow struggler in Christ. I am not infallible, and
thankfully, I have abandoned the God complex.
My flaws and mistakes are obvious, and I say
along with the apostle Paul that I am the chief of
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all sinners. This book is not about any extra
ordinary knowledge or insight that I have
attained. It is simply about the practices and
habits that God has led me to develop to make
the most of my time in prison and the remainder
of my life. I am a learner, an avid reader, and a
lifelong student of contemplative prayer. I am
always asking God to make the necessary
changes that He knows I need to implement in
order for me to conform to the image of
Christ.Just because I am a Christian does not
mean I am without troubles, pain and suffering.
We all know the affliction and darkness we
experience in prison. We have been through the
inhumane, harsh and brutal process of eternal
condemnation. We are alienated, isolated and
despised by society. Our names have become a
reproach. The odds of any kind of comeback are
stacked against us. The world looks upon us as
pariah and with contempt. Many of us are
rejected and forsaken, and we wrestle with
feelings of deep loneliness, abandonment and

overwhelming regret. We wonder if there is any
hope.The good news is that Jesus repeatedly
gave dignity back to the despised. Others may
look at us with scorn, but Jesus makes us human
again. Here is the bottom line: God knows every
thought we have ever had, every step we've ever
taken, and every word we've ever spoken. He
knows the intentions of our hearts. He knows all
the things we've seen and done that make us
want to run, hide, and even die. And yet, He still
loves us. Jesus is a friend and lover of sinners
like you and me, and there is nothing we can do
to make Him stop loving us. He meets us where
we are. He disciplines and corrects us when
necessary. He forgives our past. He overwhelms
us with His love, and He gives us an eternal
home in Heaven. Nothing can separate us from
His infinite love. Because of this, we can say
along with the Psalmist, "I will not die, but live,
and tell of the works of the Lord. The Lord has
didciplined me severely, but He has not given
me over to death (Psalm 118:17-19)."Included as
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a supplement is a five chapter preview of my
memoir, Hope Is Not My Enemy, which details
my life story and the failure of my securities
business and MBT Bank.
Say What Your Longing Heart Desires Niloofar Haeri 2020-11-10
Following the 1979 revolution, the Iranian
government set out to Islamize society. Muslim
piety had to be visible, in personal appearance
and in action. Iranians were told to pray, fast,
and attend mosques to be true Muslims. The
revolution turned questions of what it means to
be a true Muslim into a matter of public debate,
taken up widely outside the exclusive realm of
male clerics and intellectuals. Say What Your
Longing Heart Desires offers an elegant
ethnography of these debates among a group of
educated, middle-class women whose voices are
often muted in studies of Islam. Niloofar Haeri
follows them in their daily lives as they engage
with the classical poetry of Rumi, Hafez, and
Saadi, illuminating a long-standing mutual

inspiration between prayer and poetry. She
recounts how different forms of prayer may
transform into dialogues with God, and, in turn,
Haeri illuminates the ways in which believers
draw on prayer and ritual acts as the emotional
and intellectual material through which they
think, deliberate, and debate.
Truth Unchanging - Becky Thompson
2019-04-16
Motherhood is often noisy and rarely silent.
Learn to hear God speaking above all the noise
in these daily devotions that can be completed in
five minutes or less. As moms know, even when
there isn't noise around us, there is usually noise
within us. The constant to-do lists that spin in
our minds, the worry and wonder if we are doing
a good job, and the need to stay two steps ahead
of our families when we feel two steps behind
keeps our minds routinely restless. So when
quiet time with God isn't so quiet, and alone time
is nearly nonexistent, how does a modern-day
momma tune in the voice of the Lord? With
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Truth Unchanging, you don't have to wait until
you're alone to talk with Jesus. Designed to be
read in five minutes or less, each powerful,
hope-filled devotion will: * refocus your heart on
the Word of God * refresh your mind with God's
Truth for your life * revive your spirit as you
realize God is speaking to you personally Truth
Unchanging is not just a devotional. It's an
opportunity to begin daily conversations with
Jesus, the One who has everything we need to
take on the days ahead, the One who wants to
speak to you right now. Tune in to His voice
today.
When God Talks Back - T.M. Luhrmann
2012-11-13
A New York Times Notable Book A Kirkus
Reviews Best Book of 2012 A bold approach to
understanding the American evangelical
experience from an anthropological and
psychological perspective by one of the country's
most prominent anthropologists. Through a
series of intimate, illuminating interviews with

various members of the Vineyard, an evangelical
church with hundreds of congregations across
the country, Tanya Luhrmann leaps into the
heart of evangelical faith. Combined with
scientific research that studies the effect that
intensely practiced prayer can have on the mind,
When God Talks Back examines how normal,
sensible people—from college students to
accountants to housewives, all functioning
perfectly well within our society—can attest to
having the signs and wonders of the
supernatural become as quotidian and as
ordinary as laundry. Astute, sensitive, and
extraordinarily measured in its approach to the
interface between science and religion,
Luhrmann's book is sure to generate as much
conversation as it will praise.
God Conversations - Tania Harris 2017
How do I know it's God? is one of the most
commonly asked questions of new and mature
Christians alike, and the aim of God
Conversations is to both equip and inspire the
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reader and show them that hearing the voice of
the Spirit is accessible to everyone who chooses
to follow Jesus. Most Christians know that God
speaks, yet struggle with how to recognise his
voice in their everyday lives. What does God's
voice sound like? How do we know if what we're
hearing is from God? Stories of God talking to
his people abound throughout the Bible, but we
usually only get the highlights. We read; "And
God said to Joseph; 'Go to Egypt'," and then;
"Mary and Joseph left for Egypt." We don't get a
blow-by-blow description of how God spoke. We
don't receive a detailed explanation of how they
knew it was God, and we don't get to see what
was going on inside their heads as they acted on
what they'd heard. In God Conversations,
international speaker and pastor Tania Harris
shares insights from her own journey about
hearing God's voice. You'll get to eavesdrop on
some contemporary conversations with God in
the light of his communication with the ancient
characters of the Bible. Part memoir, part

teaching, this unique and creative collection of
stories will help you to recognise God's voice
when he speaks and how to respond when you
do.
The Invention of Religion in Japan - Jason
Ananda Josephson Storm 2012-10-03
Throughout its long history, Japan had no
concept of what we call “religion.” There was no
corresponding Japanese word, nor anything
close to its meaning. But when American
warships appeared off the coast of Japan in 1853
and forced the Japanese government to sign
treaties demanding, among other things,
freedom of religion, the country had to contend
with this Western idea. In this book, Jason
Ananda Josephson reveals how Japanese officials
invented religion in Japan and traces the
sweeping intellectual, legal, and cultural
changes that followed. More than a tale of
oppression or hegemony, Josephson’s account
demonstrates that the process of articulating
religion offered the Japanese state a valuable
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opportunity. In addition to carving out space for
belief in Christianity and certain forms of
Buddhism, Japanese officials excluded Shinto
from the category. Instead, they enshrined it as
a national ideology while relegating the popular
practices of indigenous shamans and female
mediums to the category of “superstitions”—and
thus beyond the sphere of tolerance. Josephson
argues that the invention of religion in Japan
was a politically charged, boundary-drawing
exercise that not only extensively reclassified the
inherited materials of Buddhism, Confucianism,
and Shinto to lasting effect, but also reshaped, in
subtle but significant ways, our own formulation
of the concept of religion today. This ambitious
and wide-ranging book contributes an important
perspective to broader debates on the nature of
religion, the secular, science, and superstition.
You Matter to God - Derek Prince 2010-04-01
In his clear and accessible signature style, Derek
Prince employs his extraordinary understanding
of Scripture to lay out the depth of Jesus's great

love for individuals and to help them discover
their worth. Using powerful biblical teachings on
the parables of the Hidden Treasure and the
Pearl of Great Price, Prince helps free readers
from guilt, insecurity, fear, and shame, in order
to help them realize how incredibly loved they
are.
The God Problem - Robert Wuthnow 2012-09
"The message of this book is that we can learn
something important about faith by listening
closely to the language people use in talking
about their faith" -- Preface
Desiring God - John Piper 1996
Insightful and heart-warming, this classic book
is written for those who seek to know God
better. It unfolds life-impacting, biblical truths
and has been called a "soul-stirring celebration
of the pleasures of knowing God."
God's Forever Family - Larry Eskridge
2013-07-18
The Jesus People were an unlikely combination
of evangelical Christianity and the hippie
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counterculture. God's Forever Family is the first
major examination of this phenomenon in over
thirty years.
When Bad Things Happen to Good People Harold S. Kushner 2001
Offers an inspirational and compassionate
approach to understanding the problems of life,
and argues that we should continue to believe in
God's fairness.
Born Again Bodies - Ruth Marie Griffith 2004
"This is a wonderful book, well-conceptualized,
written with style and wit, and impressive for its
ambition, reach and achievement. R. Marie
Griffith brings to the scene learning, theoretical
subtlety, critical acumen, historical skill, and
humane sensibility. She has emerged as one of
the most sophisticated and insightful scholars of
the Christian body in any period of Christian
history."--Robert Orsi, Harvard University "Born
Again Bodies is extraordinary. It uncovers an
arena of knowledge never before looked at with
this level of critical attention when examining

American religious culture; Griffith's strength is
that she looks across the 'evangelical'
denominations. Her work is elegant and truly
original."--Sander L. Gilman, author of
Difference and Pathology and Jewish Frontiers
Hearing God - Dallas Willard 2021-12-07
How do we hear God's voice? How can we be
sure that what we hear is not our own
subconscious? What if what God says to us is not
clear? In this Signature Collection edition of a
beloved classic, bestselling author Dallas Willard
offers rich spiritual insight into how we can hear
God's voice clearly and develop an intimate
partnership with him in the work of his kingdom.
Sensational Movies - Birgit Meyer 2015-10-16
Tracing the rise and development of the
Ghanaian video film industry between 1985 and
2010, Sensational Movies examines video movies
as seismographic devices recording a culture
and society in turmoil. This book captures the
dynamic process of popular filmmaking in Ghana
as a new medium for the imagination and tracks
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the interlacing of the mediumÕs technological,
economic, social, cultural, and religious aspects.
Stepping into the void left by the defunct state
film industry, video movies negotiate the
imaginaries deployed by state cinema on the one
hand and Christianity on the other. Birgit Meyer
analyzes Ghanaian video as a powerful,
sensational form. Colliding with the state film
industryÕs representations of culture, these
movies are indebted to religious notions of
divination and revelation. Exploring the format
of Òfilm as revelation,Ó Meyer unpacks the
affinity between cinematic and popular Christian
modes of looking and showcases the
transgressive potential haunting figurations of
the occult. In this brilliant study, Meyer offers a
deep, conceptually innovative analysis of the role
of visual culture within the politics and
aesthetics of religious world making.
When God Rescripts Your Life - Jaci Velasquez
2019-10-08
Much of what happens in our lives is not what

we planned, not what we expected, and certainly
not what we would have chosen. At a young age,
Jaci Velasquez’s singing career rocketed to
stardom, and her marriage thrived—then both
suddenly crashed. Losing her reputation, her
record label, and even some of her mosttreasured relationships, Jaci began a long,
healing journey from thinking of herself not as a
Christian music darling or a broken young
woman but as a beloved child of God. Today, her
renewed faith carries her through a resurrected
career, the adventures of a second marriage,
and the ups-and-downs of being a mother of a
child who has autism. When God Rescripts Your
Life is Jaci’s exploration of the lessons she’s
learned living a story full of mistakes and grace,
rejection and contentment, worldly success and
spiritual rest. Drawing on lessons from biblical
characters such as Aaron, Joseph, and Paul, as
well as from illustrations from her own life, Jaci
reminds us how God loves to rewrite pain and
weakness into a glorious tale of redemption. The
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most difficult parts of life don’t need to be
removed; they need to be rescripted.
Defining Magic - Bernd-Christian Otto
2014-09-11
Magic has been an important term in Western
history and continues to be an essential topic in
the modern academic study of religion,
anthropology, sociology, and cultural history.
Defining Magic is the first volume to assemble
key texts that aim at determining the nature of
magic, establish its boundaries and key features,
and explain its working. The reader brings
together seminal writings from antiquity to
today. The texts have been selected on the
strength of their success in defining magic as a
category, their impact on future scholarship, and
their originality. The writings are divided into
chronological sections and each essay is
separately introduced for student readers.
Together, these texts - from Philosophy,
Theology, Religious Studies, and Anthropology reveal the breadth of critical approaches and

responses to defining what is magic.
CONTRIBUTORS: Aquinas, Augustine, Helena
Petrovna Blavatsky, Dennis Diderot, Emile
Durkheim, Edward Evans-Pritchard, James
Frazer, Susan Greenwood, Robin Horton,
Edmund Leach, Gerardus van der Leeuw,
Christopher Lehrich, Bronislaw Malinowski,
Marcel Mauss, Agrippa von Nettesheim, Plato,
Pliny, Plotin, Isidore of Sevilla, Jesper Sorensen,
Kimberley Stratton, Randall Styers, Edward
Tylor
How God Becomes Real - T.M. Luhrmann
2022-04-26
The hard work required to make God real, how it
changes the people who do it, and why it helps
explain the enduring power of faith How do gods
and spirits come to feel vividly real to people—as
if they were standing right next to them?
Humans tend to see supernatural agents
everywhere, as the cognitive science of religion
has shown. But it isn’t easy to maintain a sense
that there are invisible spirits who care about
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you. In How God Becomes Real, acclaimed
anthropologist and scholar of religion T. M.
Luhrmann argues that people must work
incredibly hard to make gods real and that this
effort—by changing the people who do it and
giving them the benefits they seek from invisible
others—helps to explain the enduring power of
faith. Drawing on ethnographic studies of
evangelical Christians, pagans, magicians,
Zoroastrians, Black Catholics, Santeria initiates,
and newly orthodox Jews, Luhrmann notes that
none of these people behave as if gods and
spirits are simply there. Rather, these
worshippers make strenuous efforts to create a
world in which invisible others matter and can
become intensely present and real. The faithful
accomplish this through detailed stories,
absorption, the cultivation of inner senses, belief
in a porous mind, strong sensory experiences,
prayer, and other practices. Along the way,
Luhrmann shows why faith is harder than belief,
why prayer is a metacognitive activity like

therapy, why becoming religious is like getting
engrossed in a book, and much more. A
fascinating account of why religious practices
are more powerful than religious beliefs, How
God Becomes Real suggests that faith is resilient
not because it provides intuitions about gods and
spirits—but because it changes the faithful in
profound ways.
The 4:8 Principle - Tommy Newberry
2010-09-30
Tommy Newberry's message is simple, relevant,
powerful, and timeless. In this New York Times
bestseller, Newberry takes a single biblical
principle and teaches us how one simple truth
can magnify the joy we experience in our
marriage, with our parenting, and in our life as a
whole. Unfortunately, we live in a society bent
on nursing old wounds and highlighting what is
wrong with just about everything. As a result, we
have grown accustomed to viewing the world,
our lives, and ourselves through a lens of
negativity—and that negativity stands in direct
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contrast to the passionate, purpose-filled people
God wants us to be. This is where The 4:8
Principle grabs our attention. First, the author
skillfully persuades us to acknowledge the link
between the thoughts we choose to think and
the joy we experience. Next, he shows us how
we can grow our potential for joy by refusing to
dwell upon the problems and pressures that are
enduring and inevitable. Finally, he challenges
us to pay the price of joy by becoming
“extraordinarily picky” about what we read,
watch, and listen to on a consistent basis. The
strength of the book, though, is in Newberry's
ability to clearly explain how to put this principle
into daily practice through a series of quick,
easy and even fun adjustments. The 4:8 Principle
is loaded with specific suggestions and helpful
advice for going beyond the ordinary and
experiencing life as it was meant to be.
Experiencing God (2021 Edition) - Henry T.
Blackaby 2021-05-04
When you open this book, you’ll find that you

aren’t just reading. No, you are being remade,
reoriented, restored from the frustration of what
you may have known as stale religion. Captured
not by a concept but by your Creator, reborn in
relationship. Here’s the Experiencing God that
has already impacted millions of people. Only it’s
bigger, and better, and ready to lead you
again—or for the very first time—into an
experience with God. Carefully listening to His
voice will anchor you in His plan, and set you
free to live it with boldness and freedom. After a
thorough revision, this landmark volume returns
with seven new chapters, as well as dozens of
true stories from people who, through this book,
have experienced God.
History and Presence - Robert A. Orsi
2018-05-11
Honorable Mention, PROSE Award A Choice
Outstanding Academic Title of the Year A Junto
Favorite Book of the Year Beginning with
metaphysical debates in the sixteenth century
over the nature of Christ’s presence in the host,
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the distinguished historian and scholar of
religion Robert Orsi imagines an alternative to
the future of religion that early moderns
proclaimed was inevitable. “This book is classic
Orsi: careful, layered, humane, and subtle... If
reformed theology has led to the gods’
ostensible absence in modern religion, History
and Presence is a sort of counter-reformation
literature that revels in the excesses of divine
materiality: the contradictions, the
redundancies, the scrambling of borders
between the sacred and profane, the dead and
the living, the past and the present, the original
and the imitator...History and Presence is a
thought-provoking, expertly arranged tour of
precisely those abundant, excessive phenomena
which scholars have historically found so
difficult to think.” —Sonja Anderson, Reading
Religion “With reference to Marian apparitions,
the cult of the saints and other divine–human

encounters, Orsi constructs a theory of presence
for the study of contemporary religion and
history. Many interviews with individuals
devoted to particular saints and relics are
included in this fascinating study of how people
process what they believe.” —Catholic Herald
Rational Mysticism - John Horgan 2003
The author of The End of Science offers an
intriguing investigation into the latest research
into the mechanics and meaning of mystical
experience, looking at such fields as chemistry,
physics, theology, and psychology to narrow the
division between reason and enlightenment.
Persuasions of the Witch’s Craft - T. M.
Luhrmann 1991
Profiles the surprising number of otherwise
"normal" people who practice magic and
witchcraft in England today, detailing how they
became involved in witchcraft, the history and
tradition of magic, and other fascinating details
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